25X1

~Approved For Release 2006/02/27 : CIA-RDP80-00810A003800630002-9

-

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

This Document contalns information affecting the Na-~
tional Defense of the United States, within the mean-
ing of Title 18, Sections 703 and 794, of the U.8. Code, as

INFORMATION REPORT o eesipe by an nathortsed persen. 18 proniniten

by law. The reproduction of this form is prohibited.

SECRET

COUNTRY

SUBJECT

DATE OF

25X1

USSR REPORT NO.

History of the First Proletsrian Division DATE DISTR. 18 March 1954
of the Soviet Army " .
NO. OF PAGES 2

INFO. REQUIREMENT NO. RD

PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

l'

The First Proletarian Division of the Soviet Army wes an infantry divislon when

| ] in fell 1939. At that time the division wes quertered in the
Chernishevskiy Barracks in Moscow. The barracks were located near Danillskoye
Square in the Serpukhovke district of Moscow. unable to describe thesyi
berracks ares other than to state that there were Two or three old, large,

gtone tarrecks which were used as both living quarters and mess halls. The
division remained at this location until April 194C, when it moved to 1ts summer
training camp at Alabino (¥ 55-32, E 37-00). The division was subordinate to

the hesdquarters of the Moscow Garriscn (sic; possibly Militery) District.

Tn June 1940, the division moved to Daugavpils (Dvinsk) (N 55-53, B 26-32), latvien
S6R, via Lithusnia, for occupetion dutles. The divieion was mechanized shortly
before leaeving the USSR and was renamed the First Moscow Mechanized Division.

fven after its mechanization, the division remained an infantry division. The only
change was tht the regiments of the division begen using trucks as personnel 25X1
eerriers.

truck drivers were not avallable In sufficlent numbers. Wien tlle diVIELCL WES
designated & mechanized division, all mejor units of the divisien established 25X1
thelr driver iraining schcols,

[ no informetion on current

driver training, The division received old three-ton Z1S and Molotov models, osx1
which were transferred to the divielon from the Finnish front. They were in poor
sendition when received, The drivers aveilable at thaet time were often incompetent.

[the

general drlving abilitles of the Boviet moldler nave improved conelderably since
that time,

In September 1940, the dlvieion returned to the Chernishevekiy Berracks in Moscow,
where it remsined until the outbreek of the war in June 1941, ILater in 1941 the
divieian was 95 percent decimated in a battle at Yelnya (N 54«34, B 33-10), near
Smolensk, and was demctivated.
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4. The following units were among those subordinate to the First Proletarian Division
(1ater the First Moscow Mechanized Division):

8.

b.

First Infentry Regiment.
Third Infantry Regiment.

28th Independent Communications Battalion. This battalion had 12 to 15
horses before its mechanization.

U/1 artillery regiment.
U/i tactical reconnaisance platoon.
U/i engineer battalion.

Ordnance platoon (medium automotive maintenance and weapon repair).

Fhe following personalities connected with the}diyisfgﬁ:

MaJor General BIRICIEV (fnu). He was Commending General of the divigion

until August 1940, when he was transferred out of the division for-having
displayed poor tectics in mobility during the Baltic occupation. He was

gsent to the Caucasus as & training director.

Major Generel LYULYUSHENKO (fou), Hero of the Soviet Union. He was
Commanding Genersl of the First Moscow Mechanized Division in 1940 and 1941.
He had previously served on the Finnish front. He taught movement tactlce
to the division.

Colonel KREIZER (fnu) (phonetic). He was the last Commanding Officer of the
@ivision end [____| believes that he wes killed when the division was deci-
mated at Yelnya.

Lt. Colonel FETROV (frnu). He was Commending Officer of the Third Infantry
Regiment. Petrov was femous for his splt-and-polish treining of troops
selected for Red Squere parades.

Major BARKALOV (fnu). He was Commending Officer of the 28th Independent
Communications Bettalion. [ |described him as a Pruesien type, in-
telligent, & good officer, and en able technicilen.
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